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Keys to College and Career Readiness



Devices to Leverage Digital Curriculum
"A meaningful instructional tool at the fingertips of every child"

In reading, Rethinking Education in the Age of Technology by Allan Collins and Richard 
Halverson, I came across quotes that every educator MUST hear. They are reproduced from 
the work of Dave Thornburg and David Dwyer.

 From a principal’s publication in 1815: “Students today depend on paper too much. They 
don’t know how to write on a slate without getting chalk dust all over themselves. They 
can’t clean a slate properly. What will they do when they run out of paper?”

 From the journal of the National Association of Teachers, 1907: “Students today depend 
too much on ink. They don’t know how to use a knife to sharpen a pencil. Pen and ink 
will never replace the pencil.”

 From Rural American Teacher, 1928: “Students today depend on store bought ink. They 
don’t know how to make their own. When they run out of ink they will be unable to 
write words or ciphers until their next trip to the settlement. This is a sad commentary 
on modern education.”

 From Federal Teachers, 1950: “Ballpoint pens will be the ruin of education in our 
country. Students use these devices then throw them away. The American values of 
thrift and frugality are being discarded. Businesses and banks will never allow such 
expensive luxuries.”
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OAK RIDGE SCHOOLS
THE PREMIER PRE K-12 
STEM DISTRICT





STEM Vision for Oak Ridge Schools

“Premier STEM District (preK-12) in the Nation”

The purpose of the STEM Initiative is to enhance the 

teaching and learning environment in the Oak Ridge 

Schools and place Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics tools in the hands of teachers and students.   

Preparing students for the 21st century and creating 

global citizens, collaborators and critical thinkers is at 

the foundation of this initiative.

























Pathways for Students…

“We do this so that our students can be 
successful in postsecondary education or 

training that leads to a sustaining career…” 
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Keys to College and Career Readiness 
Teacher Leaders

STEM Leaders

A position of leadership, planning, project 

management, and marketing that serves as a 

cornerstone of the Oak Ridge Schools’ evolution to 

a STEM-focused district.

Works with

• Teachers

• Principal

• Families

• Community

• Businesses 



Keys to College and Career Readiness 
Teacher Leaders

Professional Learning Communities Coach

PLCC

Facilitates the completion of the organizational components of 

the school-based Professional Learning Community

• Teachers

• Principals

• Students

• Families

• School

• Instructional Strategies



Keys to College and Career Readiness 
Teacher Leaders

Data Analyst: School Embedded

Disaggregates and analyzes data in support of the 

data-driven decision-making and continuous 

improvement for the school and district

• Principal

• School

• Teachers

• PLCCs



What we know today does

not make yesterday wrong,

it makes tomorrow better.

Carol Commodore


